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THE SECOND SUNDAY IN ADVENT

December 7, 2025

THE FATHER IS MY HOPE; THE SON IS MY REFUGE; 
THE HOLY SPIRIT IS MY PROTECTIOR.
ALL HOLY TRINITY, GLORY TO THEE!

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Isaiah 11:1-10
11 A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide by what his ears hear; 4 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 6 The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze,
their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 9 They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea. 10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

THE LESSON: Romans 15:4-13
For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9 and in order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, ‘Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, and sing praises to your name’; 10 and again he says, ‘Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people’; 11 and again, ‘Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him’; 12 and again Isaiah says, ‘The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.’ 13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

THE GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-33
25 ‘There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see “the Son of Man coming in a cloud” with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.’ 29 Then he told them a parable: ‘Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.


PARISH LIFE NOTES
NOTES FROM THE VESTRY Meeting November 2025
· Vestry adopted the budget for 2026
· Vestry adopted the Mission Statement from the Parochial Committee
· Vestry approved the hiring of a bookkeeper starting Dec. 1, 2025
· An increase in payment to our organist was approved with thanks for all she does for us.
· The report on the Safe Church initiative was adopted with thanks to Kate Berringer for all her work on that.
· It was decided that the live stream of Sunday morning should be suspended until a new Rector is in place. It will need to work with the new website.

If anyone would be interested in serving in the new year as Treasurer or Warden or on Vestry please speak to Rev. Paula, Mike or John.

" The generous will prosper; those who refresh others will themselves be refreshed." Proverbs 11:25
During our stewardship campaign, we remind you to please ensure you submit your tithing information envelope to St Mary's by Dec 15th. This assists us in forecasting our operating budget for 2026.
If you have any questions with regards to stewardship or the matters of the church, please contact Mike or John.


2026 ENVELOPES are now available on the table at the top of the stairs. If you have any questions or would like to sign up for envelopes, please contact Blair at blairlaforge@gmail.com

FOR THE SEASON OF ADVENT, the regular Sunday night prayer meeting will have an Advent theme. Please join us as we continue our journey of faithfulness and prayer. Sundays 7 p.m. 
BLUE CHRISTMAS when Christmas is difficult… A time to reflect, remember and be together will be held on Thursday December 18th at 7:00 p.m. Christmas can be a difficult and challenging time for people. Maybe a loved one has died or is so ill that they seem “lost” to us as we’ve known them. Maybe circumstances in our life are burdensome and not what we would choose. If this is your experience of Christmas this year, please consider attending our quiet service of reflection and remembrance.

CONFIRMATION CLASS DATES The following sessions will take place on December 13, January 10, and January 17, in preparation for the Confirmation Service on January 25.
Time & Place: 3:00–4:30 p.m. at St. Mary’s Anglican Church, upstairs lounge.

MITTEN TREE NOTE Our mitten tree will be coming up soon! We greatly appreciate donations of items to help keep people warm in our frosty Saskatchewan weather. Suggested items include mittens, gloves, tuques, scarves, warm socks, and even cozy hats. Thank you for your generosity and for helping those in need stay warm this winter.

WORSHIP THIS WEEK
Morning Prayer: Tuesday at 8:30a.m.
Evening Prayer: Wednesday at 5.30 p.m.   
Sunday night prayer: Sunday 7:00 p.m.
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