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THE SUNDAY NEXT BEFORE ADVENT

November 23, 2025

THE FATHER IS MY HOPE; THE SON IS MY REFUGE; 
THE HOLY SPIRIT IS MY PROTECTIOR.
ALL HOLY TRINITY, GLORY TO THEE!

OLD TESTAMENT LESSON: Jeremiah 23:1-6
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the Lord. 2 Therefore, thus says the Lord, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says the Lord. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the Lord. 5 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’

THE LESSON: Jeremiah 23:5-8
The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: ‘The Lord is our righteousness.’
7 Therefore, the days are surely coming, says the Lord, when it shall no longer be said, ‘As the Lord lives who brought the people of Israel up out of the land of Egypt’, 8 but ‘As the Lord lives who brought out and led the offspring of the house of Israel out of the land of the north and out of all the lands where he had driven them.’ Then they shall live in their own land.

THE GOSPEL: John 1:35-45
35 The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36 and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, ‘Look, here is the Lamb of God!’ 37 The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38 When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, ‘What are you looking for?’ They said to him, ‘Rabbi’ (which translated means Teacher), ‘where are you staying?’ 39 He said to them, ‘Come and see.’ They came and saw where he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40 One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41 He first found his brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which is translated Anointed). 42 He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, ‘You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas’ (which is translated Peter).43 The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, ‘Follow me.’ 44 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. 45 Philip found Nathanael and said to him, ‘We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.’

PARISH LIFE NOTES
FOR THE SEASON OF ADVENT, the regular Sunday night prayer meeting will have an Advent theme. Please join us as we continue our journey of faithfulness prayer. Sundays 7 p.m. 

CONFIRMATION CLASS DATES The following sessions will take place on December 13, January 10, and January 17, in preparation for the Confirmation Service on January 25.
Time & Place: 3:00–4:30 p.m. at St. Mary’s Anglican Church, upstairs lounge.

BLUE CHRISTMAS when Christmas is difficult… A time to reflect, remember and be together will be held on Thursday December 18th at 7:00 p.m. Christmas can be a difficult and challenging time for people. Maybe a loved one has died or is so ill that they seem “lost” to us as we’ve known them. Maybe circumstances in our life are burdensome and not what we would choose. If this is your experience of Christmas this year, please consider attending our quiet service of reflection and remembrance.

CHURCH CALENDARS are being ordered again! If you would like one, please sign the sheet on the table outside the sanctuary. Cost: $10 per calendar.

FREE ADVENT RETREAT Join the last day of the church year for a short, fun, and meaningful session to ready yourself for the Advent season.
When:  Saturday, November 29, from 10 a.m. 2 p.m.
Where:  All Saints Anglican, Weyburn
Led by Rev. Christine Burton, we will have videos, readings, discussion, and contemplation, as well as LUNCH!  (Soup and a few other bits; you’re welcome to contribute, but nothing required). Please register in advance – text me at 306-540-7903 or email me at christinemburton1@gmail.com so I can make enough food!
Nothing required except your heart, mind, and spirit!


"ST. NICHOLAS FESTIVAL 2025 - VOLUNTEERS NEEDED! St. Mary's fourth annual St. Nicholas Festival will take place on Saturday, December 6th, from 11am to 3:30pm. We need volunteers from the parish to make this event run smoothly. It is a big fundraiser for us.
The day will include a barbecue/bonfire, bake sale, market (including used books this year), children's activities, a café with music, and church tours, culminating in a short Lessons & Carols service with a visit from St. Nicholas!
If you are interested in volunteering or need general information about the event, please email Katherine at km.gilks@gmail.com and she will direct you to the relevant team leader. You can also talk to the relevant team leader directly:
Children's Activities - Shelley Baron 
Market - Clara Der
Bake Sale - Amy Auton & Sharon Klemke
Café - Chelsey Lachinski 
Barbecue - Lyndon Luu
Please let your friends and family know about the event!

Also, we encourage everyone to contribute what you can for our bake sale (other food items, such as jams, also accepted) and market. As well as a used book sale, we also have a table for selling gently-used toys, children's items, and Christmas decorations.

If you want to drop off items for St. Nicholas (baking, books, etc.), If you have any decorations that you would like to loan to the church for the festival, please bring them by 5pm on the 5 December. String lights, greenery, and extension cords would be greatly appreciated.please bring them—clearly labelled—to the church by 5 p.m. on Friday, December 5. Clara and I are willing to pick up items if needed.

1. Drop off items for the marketplace between Sunday, November 30 and Friday, December 5 at the church, unless otherwise arranged. 
Please remember the office is open Wednesday–Friday from 10 a.m.–1 p.m. for drop-off as well.

2. If you need help with items, please contact Clara (306-502-9150) or Grace (306-586-9043). Thank you all for your support and prayers!"


WORSHIP THIS WEEK
Morning Prayer: Tuesday at 8:30a.m.
Evening Prayer: Wednesday at 5.30 p.m.   
Sunday night prayer: Sunday 7:00 p.m.
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